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20 June 2017

Dear Chair,
| acknowledge your request that | consider temporarily asking the Vice Principal to take the role of
designated teacher for a period. | note that you asked me to do this despite previously agreeing
that | had followed procedures. | was asked on Friday 16" to consider this in order to make your
work with a parent easier.
| have been advised by you to step aside from the role of deputy designed teacher this afternoon
Monday 19" June following another contact between yourself and the parent. It is with very heavy
heart that | comply with your request. However, | would urge you to understand my reluctance. A
member of SLT has agreed to take on the role but has, of yet, not received the training necessary to
indemnify the school.

I have completed the process today of amending the information to parents and identifying to pupils
who will be available to speak to. If there are further changes requested, it may take a full working
day to complete all the requested rearrangements and communications. | consider this to be
without prejudice and continue to assure you that in this matter and over a period of 19 years | have
acted to protect the children in this school in a robust and caring way. | am also distressed by the
way in which this matter is being handled.

Yours Sincerely

™ 2 by
Mary McCallion
Principal

Principal: Ms Mary McCallion M.Sc., B.Ed., Dip. I.P.M.



.. Chair of Governors


Signed………………………………… Principal

ST. BRIGID’S PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL
HOMEWORK POLICY 

Homework is an important aspect of the learning process. It is intended to reinforce/consolidate aspects of the curriculum already covered in class. As such should be given the same level of care and attention as school / classwork. Homework is home learning activities. 
In accordance with Department of Education Guidelines most homework will focus on Literacy and Numeracy. 
PURPOSES OF HOMEWORK
The purposes of homework are:

· to involve parents in their child/rens learning by providing encouragement and fostering positive attitudes towards school work

· to create a learning partnership between home and school
· to support and consolidate the learning which has begun in school
· to further develop important aspects of your child/rens skills in Communications (Literacy), Using Mathematics (Numeracy), Religious Education and other curricular areas
· to help pupils develop good study skills
· to help pupils develop a positive attitude towards independent study
· to include available resources for learning which exist at home
· It can inform parents about work going on in class; 
· It can further stimulate enthusiasm for learning; 
· It takes advantage of the home environment and resources and the chance for someone to one adult time; 
· It can be a great source for gathering topic information to share with all the children; it is a great opportunity to rehearse key skills such as times tables, doubling facts, addition sums, spellings, handwriting and other key facts;
· It helps to foster good habits of organisation and self-discipline in preparation for the demands of Secondary School.
Whilst we support all of the above key principles, St. Brigid’s Primary/Nursery School is not a school at which homework dominates home or school life. We accept that weekends can be busy and family time is precious. We believe that homework should be enjoyable and manageable for all concerned and that if it becomes a burden or source of conflict it ceases to be a constructive aspect of teaching and learning. 

Therefore, we have set average time limits to ensure this does not happen. Please see your child’s year/section.

Homework should be a continuation of classwork for consolidation or revision. It is our intention not to send work home that the child cannot already do i.e. parents are not expected to teach new skills. However, with new methods and teaching styles, especially in maths, we understand that this can often be problematic.

Research suggests that primary schools that set homework are more successful but it is not clear that homework is the reason why. At primary level, the quality of the task set seems to be more important that the quantity of work required from the pupil. 
RECOMMENDED HOMEWORK PRACTICES TO HELP 

CHILDREN’S LEARNING 
Homework should be:
· completed regularly and fully
· neatly presented
· supported and encouraged by parents
· completed in a quiet atmosphere without distraction i.e. TV/game consoles/social 

      media
· completed as soon as possible when the child comes home from school
Parents should recognise the importance of child and parent reading together and ensure all reading tasks are completed with due care and attention.

The use of technology can be used, where appropriate. However, use of social media and other online activity may have a detrimental effect on the child’s learning and welfare. Parents need to monitor their chil’ds use of these closely to ensure their child’s safety and welfare.
PARENTS’ ROLE
Parents can help their children with homework by:

· using the opportunity to reinforce learning on a one-to-one basis
· taking a positive, supportive and encouraging interest in their child’s homework
· understanding that time spent with your child is essential if he/she is to reach his/her full potential
· checking homework to ensure that it is fully completed and neatly presented
· making teachers aware of any difficulties their child may be having
· sharing the enjoyment and being aware of the importance of reading with their children. Encourage independent reading, discussion of stories and predicting their outcomes
· listening to reading homework and encouraging children to expand their reading experiences e.g by using library facilities.
Parents should use the homework diary to share information with the teacher and should sign the homework diary or pupils’ written work regardless of whether it has been completed at school or home.
A note of encouragement.

The Staff of St. Brigid’s Primary/Nursery School are very aware of the many varying attitudes to learning and homework which children display in our school. Some are excited and delighted to spend time doing reading or other schoolwork with you, others can be extremely reluctant and at worst - be experts in avoidance strategies!

Power struggles regarding homework only occur when somebody has the idea that there is an option involved.  It is a requirement of our school that all homework is completed and this empowers you as a parent to instil a sense of dedication and commitment to the tasks set for your child.
If children are absent due to illness we will not send homework home. We would

assume the child was too ill to work.

If a child is absent for a length of time e.g. with a broken leg, the teacher and the

parent will agree what should be done, how it should be marked and what sort of

help needs to be given. In such circumstances the teacher should consult the

Principal first.

It is not possible to give homework when parents take holidays in term time.
If your child has a problem with homework go to the teacher in the first instance to have the matter resolved. If you are still concerned please speak to Ms McCallion Principal. 
THE IMPORTANCE OF READING,  LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT AND NUMERACY
Parents are encouraged to support reading, language development and numeracy by:
· spending quality time to read to and with their children
· promoting the use of books at home and discussing pictures / stories /      
information texts with their children, at the appropriate level.

· promoting talking and listening skills by discussing events, visits and other 

aspects of their children’s lives.
· Helping their children with oral and written numeracy homework.

We want our parents to make a pledge to their child:
Power of 4 Pledge

‘I will read with you 4 times a week.

I will help you learn your spellings,

I will help you learn your tables’.

HOMEWORK POLICY OUTLINE
Homework will be given during the week (Monday to Thursday). No written homework will be given over the weekend. However year 7 children may be expected to complete some tasks in the Autumn Term.
Children from year 4 to year year 7 will use a homework diary to record their home learning activities. Homework should be signed nightly by parents. 

Please note: Literacy and Numeracy homework is differentiated in each year group

NURSERY  - The nursery newsletter outlines the shape, number and colours that will be included in the planner for the half term. Children should be encouraged by parents to identify and name all the above in their home and local environment. Children will also take library books, songs and rhymes home to share with their parents.  
YEAR ONE 
Monday – Literacy Activity

Tuesday – Maths Activity

Wednesday – Comprehension Activity 

Thursday – Religion Activity

We ask parents to revise the key words (5 per week) with the children every night. Children can also access mathletics at home, they recommend 10 minutes each night.
Average time taken to complete homework 15 minutes 

YEAR TWO 
Monday – Sentence work using spellings

Tuesday – Maths Activity

Wednesday – Comprehension Activity 

Thursday – Religion Activity 

Every day we ask parents to read with their child, revise 5 key words and write out their spellings. Children can also access mathletics at home, they recommend 10 minutes each night.

Average time taken to complete homework 20 minutes 

YEAR THREE  

Monday to Thursday: Literacy Column & Guided Reading

Monday to Thursday: Numeracy Column & Accelerated Reading

Monday to Thursday: Spelling Column 

Monday – Red Folder: Sentences using our spellings of the week

Tuesday – Green Folder: Numeracy – a mix of what we are learning

Wednesday – Yellow Folder: Other curricular areas – R.E./W.A.U/Literacy etc 

Thursday – Revision of all spelling and columns in yellow book

Average time taken to complete homework 25 minutes 

YEAR FOUR 
Monday – Spellings, Spelling Activity Sheet Page 1, Times Tables, Reading & Religion.

Tuesday – Spellings, Spelling Activity Page 3, Times Tables, Reading & Mental Arithmetic Section 1 A&B.

Wednesday – Spellings, Spelling Activity Page 2, Times Tables, Reading & Maths Worksheet.
Thursday – Learn all Spellings, Times Tables, Reading & Reading Comprehension. 
Average time taken to complete homework 35 minutes 

YEAR FIVE 
Monday – Spellings (set number of spellings), Spelling Activity Sheet, Times Tables, Reading & Numeracy Homework.

Tuesday – Spellings (set number of spellings), Times Tables, Grammar Work & Numeracy Work.

Wednesday – Spellings (set number of spellings), Times Tables, Comprehension Work & Numeracy Work.

Thursday – Learn all Spellings, Times Tables & Numeracy Work/W.A.U. 

Literacy and Numeracy homework is set to reinforce/consolidate work already taught in class.

Average time taken to complete homework 40 minutes 

YEAR SIX 
Monday – Mental Maths-A, Crossword , Set Reading & Set Spellings.

Tuesday – Comprehension, Mental Maths-B, Set Reading & Set Spellings. 

Wednesday – Word search, *Comprehension, Mental Maths-C, Set Reading & Set Spellings.

Thursday – Grammar Pack, Differentiated English Packs & Maths Packs.

*In summer term, homework reflects key skills required for year 7.

Average time taken to complete homework 45 minutes 
YEAR SEVEN 
Monday – Maths, Literacy, Spellings, Accelerated Reading & Tables.

Tuesday – Maths, Literacy, Spellings, Tables & Accelerated Reading.

Wednesday – Maths, Comprehension, Spellings, Literacy & Accelerated Reading.

Thursday – Maths, Literacy, Spellings, Tables & Accelerated Reading.

Year 7 would also be expected to work on mental maths calculations in readiness for short tests on Friday. Spelling activity books would be completed on a regular basis.

Average time taken to complete homework 45 minutes to 1 hour.
Year 4 to Year 7 may have differentiated homework given within each class.

In addition Years 4 - 7 pupils may be asked to complete work from other areas of the curriculum i.e. science, history, geography, religious education.
Please note: pupils who persistently fail to complete homework will be asked to join the homework club.
F.S/KS1 AUTISTIC AND KS2 LEARNING SUPPORT CLASSES – Homework to be given three nights per week either Mathematics (Numeracy) or Communication (Literacy).  Reading Monday-Thursday.
HOMEWORK CLUB YEARS 4, 5, 6 & 7 Has been suspended due to Covid 19.
This club was set up to support pupils and parents with the completion of homework tasks. It is not intended that it should replace parental involvement, but as an additional support for pupils. The Homework Club runs three afternoons each week – Mondays to Wednesday inclusive from 3.15 to 4.15 p.m., for Years 4,5,6 and 7.
It is expected that those who attend should use this time to complete all homework tasks.
Parents should check homework which has been completed at the homework club and sign the homework diary.
The homework club will be supported by the use of technology where appropriate.
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